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Greene County Presiding Commissioner Bob Dixon
Appointed to National Broadband Task Force to Bridge the
Digital Divide

WASHINGTON - National Association of Counties (NACo) President Gary Moore today
announced the formation of a broadband task force. The task force, comprised of nearly three
dozen county government officials from across America, including Greene County Presiding
Commissioner Bob Dixon, will study the lack of reliable broadband with a particular focus on the
challenges facing underserved communities.

A report, titled Understanding the True State of Connectivity in America, released by NACo and
partner organizations earlier this year, found that nearly two-thirds (65 percent) of U.S. counties
experience the internet at speeds below minimum standards set by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), with that number even higher in rural America, where 77 percent of counties
operate below the FCC standard.

“With the COVID-19 pandemic affecting families and businesses, the need for reliable high-speed
internet is more acute than ever,” said Task Force Co-Chair Craig Rice, a Montgomery County,
Md. council member. He noted that many people are attending school and working from home.
Individuals and families are relying on the internet for remote health care and conducting
transactions through e-commerce.

“Our new task force will examine the intersection of public and private sector efforts to deploy
broadband networks and create a blueprint for local governments to help bridge the digital divide,”
said Task Force Co-Chair J.D. Clark, the county judge in Wise County, Texas.

“Access to rural broadband service is a challenge both nationally and in southwest Missouri. Rural
Greene County must be able to compete on a level playing field with our major metro areas,” said
Greene County Presiding Commissioner Bob Dixon. “I’m grateful to NACo President Gary Moore
for this national appointment and | will work diligently with the task force toward finding
affordable solutions.”

Local governments often face state-imposed limitations to expanding access to broadband
connectivity. In 22 states, local governments are restricted from making investments in broadband
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infrastructure networks. NACo is working to pass federal legislation that would remove those
barriers and expand broadband access.

Lack of reliable broadband is a major barrier to socioeconomic opportunity, education, health and
overall quality of life. Without access to high-speed internet, many rural communities — and even
pockets in urban areas — are isolated and left behind. A 2018 study conducted by Microsoft
concluded that 19 million rural Americans do not use broadband, largely due to a lack of access.
For these small communities, broadband can serve as a lifeline, connecting students to online
degrees and connecting sick patients to medical consultation that is locally unavailable.

High-speed internet is also consistently identified as a top challenge facing small businesses in
rural America and stifles entrepreneurship by limiting the ability of individuals to take on
independent work. In this economy, broadband is critical to building resilient and future ready
communities.

See the full list of broadband task force members here. To explore all of NACo’s broadband
resources, visit www.naco.org/broadband.

View Understanding the True State of Connectivity in America, here.
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The National Association of Counties (NACo) strengthens America’s counties, including nearly 40,000
county elected officials and 3.6 million county employees. Founded in 1935, NACo unites county officials
to advocate for county government priorities in federal policymaking; promote exemplary county policies
and practices; nurture leadership skills and expand knowledge networks; optimize county and taxpayer
resources and cost savings, and enrich the public’s understanding of county government. WWW.Nnaco.0org
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