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Man Charged for Events Which Caused Last Week’s Amber Alert 
 

 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson 
announces that Waite A. Showalter, 37, of Springfield, Missouri, has been charged 
today with child kidnapping, stealing a motor vehicle, and child abuse, for events which 
occurred on January 3, 2018. 
  
 On January 3, 2018, Greene County Sheriff’s Deputies responded to the Kum & 
Go located at 4996 S. State Highway 125, on Highway 60 in Greene County.  The aunt 
of a five month old left her niece in the car for a quick stop at the convenience store.  
While she was inside, the car was stolen with the baby inside.  The baby was found 
safe approximately two hours after being taken to Christian County.   
 
 Mr. Patterson wants to remind the public that car thefts are too common in 
Greene County and in many cases the stolen car was unlocked.  Please remember to 
lock your car, take the keys with you, and do not leave valuables in the car.  This case 
also emphasizes the dangers of leaving a child in a vehicle which is unattended and 
running.   
 
 Mr. Patterson wants to thank the Greene County Sheriff’s Office, the Ozark 
Police Department, and all law enforcement agencies who assisted in searching for this 
child. Mr. Patterson also wants to thank the members of the public who responded to 
the Amber Alert.   
 

Mr. Patterson cautions that the charges contained in the felony complaint are 
merely allegations and that the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven 
guilty in court. 
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 The defendant is currently being held in the Greene County Jail with a 
$60,000.00 bond.   
 
 Copies of the felony complaint and probable statement filed in this case are 
attached to this release.  The Missouri Supreme Court ethics rules prohibit comments 
on the facts or investigation of this case beyond those contained in the felony complaint 
and probable cause statement that are part of the public record.  

 
This case is being prosecuted by Assistant Prosecuting Attorney T. Myers.  

It is being investigated by the Greene County Sheriff's Office and Detective 
Andrew Webb is the lead investigator assigned to the case.  
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