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SLAGLEY’S CHARGES UPGRADED TO MURDER  
FOR KILLING PREGNANT MOTHER AND UNBORN CHILD 

 
 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson 
announces that the charges against Joseph Michael Slagley, 21, of Springfield, 
Missouri, have been upgraded today.  The Defendant is now charged with two counts of 
murder in the second degree and two counts of armed criminal action.   
 

The Defendant is alleged to have discharged a firearm at Mr. Jason Hansen 
during a dispute on July 1, 2017.  The Defendant shot into Mr. Hansen’s vehicle where 
the victim, Ms. Misty Hill, a pregnant, 36 year old mother, was in the passenger seat.  
Ms. Hill and her unborn child both died as a result of a gunshot wound to the head of 
Ms. Hill.   

 
Under Missouri law, life begins at conception and the unlawful killing of an 

unborn child is a criminal offense.  Additionally, Missouri follows the doctrine of 
transferred intent.  Pursuant to Section 565.003, RSMo, the culpable mental state 
necessary for a homicide offense may be found to exist if the only difference between 
what actually occurred and what was the object of the offender’s state of mind is that a 
different person or persons were killed.   

   
The Defendant remains in the custody of the Greene County Jail on a 

$250,000.00 bond.   
 
Mr. Patterson cautions that the charges in the amended complaint are merely 

allegations and the Defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.  

 



Subject:  Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Press Release, State v.   
Slagley, 1731-CR04084  
 

 

Copies of the amended felony complaint and amended probable cause 
statement filed in this case are attached to this release.  The Missouri Supreme Court 
ethics rules prohibit comments on the facts or investigation of this case beyond those 
contained in the felony complaint and probable cause statement that are part of the 
public record.  

 
This case is being prosecuted by Assistant Prosecuting Attorney T. Myers.  

It is being investigated by the Springfield Police Department and Detective Scott 
Hill is the lead investigator assigned to the case.  

### 



 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI 
Associate Division 24  

STATE OF MISSOURI, ) 
                                           Plaintiff, ) 
 ) 
 ) 
vs. )     Case No. 1731-CR04084 
 ) 
JOSEPH MICHAEL SLAGLEY , )     OCN#  
 ) 
                                         Defendant. )     PA File No. 077383570 
 

AMENDED FELONY COMPLAINT 
 

COUNT I  
(Missouri Charge Code: 565.021-001Y19840903.) 

 
 The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the 
defendant, in violation of Section 565.021, RSMo, and Section 565.003, committed the class A 
felony of murder in the second degree, punishable upon conviction under Section 558.011, 
RSMo, in that on or about July 1, 2017, in the County of Greene, State of Missouri, the 
defendant with the purpose of causing serious physical injury to Jason Hansen caused the death 
of Misty Hill by shooting her and the defendant is further given notice that should the State 
submit murder in the second degree - felony under Section 565.021.1(2), RSMo, it will be based 
on the death of Misty Hill. as a result of the perpetration of the class B felony of unlawful use of 
a weapon  by discharging a firearm at a motor vehicle under Section 571.030.1(9).   
  
   

COUNT II  
(Missouri Charge Code: 571.015-001Y197552013.0) 

 
 The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the 
defendant, in violation of Section 571.015, RSMo, committed the felony of armed criminal 
action, punishable upon conviction under Section 571.015.1, RSMo, in that on or about July 1, 
2017, in the County of Greene, State of Missouri, the defendant committed the felony of murder 
in the second degree as charged in Count I, all allegations of which are incorporated herein by 
reference, and the defendant committed the foregoing felony of murder in the second degree 
by, with and through, the knowing use, assistance and aid of a deadly weapon. 
  

COUNT III  
(Missouri Charge Code: 565.021-001Y19840903.) 

 
 The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the 
defendant, in violation of Section 565.021, RSMo, and Section 565.003, committed the class A 
felony of murder in the second degree, punishable upon conviction under Section 558.011, 
RSMo, in that on or about July 1, 2017, in the County of Greene, State of Missouri, the 
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defendant with the purpose of causing serious physical injury to Jason Hansen caused the death 
of Misty Hill’s unborn child by shooting Misty Hill and the defendant is further given notice that 
should the State submit murder in the second degree - felony under Section 565.021.1(2), RSMo, 
it will be based on the death of Misty Hill’s unborn child as a result of the perpetration of the 
class B felony of unlawful use of a weapon by discharging a firearm at a motor vehicle under 
Section 571.030.1(9).   
 
 
  

COUNT IV  
(Missouri Charge Code: 571.015-001Y197552013.0) 

 
 The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the 
defendant, in violation of Section 571.015, RSMo, committed the felony of armed criminal 
action, punishable upon conviction under Section 571.051.1, RSMo, in that on or about July 1, 
2017, in the County of Greene, State of Missouri, the defendant committed the felony of murder 
in the second degree as charged in Count III, all allegations of which are incorporated herein by 
reference, and the defendant committed the foregoing felony of murder in the second degree 
by, with and through, the knowing use, assistance and aid of a deadly weapon. 
 

 The facts that form the basis for this information and belief are contained in the attached 
statement of facts concerning this matter, which statement is made part hereof and submitted 
herewith. 
 

DAN PATTERSON 
Prosecuting Attorney of the County of 
Greene, State of Missouri, by 
  

 
          Electronically Signed;                                      
                    ___________________________  
T. ToddMyers 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
Mo. Bar No. 50252 
1010 Boonville Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65802 
(417) 868-4061 
FAX (417) 868-4160 

 
 

 
 










