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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Jeanette Riddle Charged with Murder 
 

 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson 
announces that Jeanette Louise Riddle, 46, of Elkland, Missouri, has been charged 
today with second degree murder and armed criminal action for causing the death of 
Michael C. Butts on February 2, 2017.    
 
 Mr. Patterson cautions that the charges contained in the felony complaint are 
merely allegations and that the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven 
guilty in court. 
 
 Copies of the felony complaint and probable cause statement filed in this case 
are attached to this release.  The Missouri Supreme Court ethics rules prohibit 
comments on the facts or investigation of this case beyond those contained in the felony 
complaint and probable cause statement that are part of the public record.  

 
This case is being prosecuted by Assistant Prosecuting Attorney T. Myers.  

It is being investigated by the Springfield Police Dept. and Detective Matthew 
Farmer is the lead investigator assigned to the case.  
 

### 
 



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI
Associate Division 21 

STATE OF MISSOURI, )
                                           Plaintiff, )

)
)

vs. )     Case No. 1731-CR00597
)

JEANETTE LOUISE RIDDLE , )     OCN# 
)

                                         Defendant. )     PA File No. 077375949

AMENDED FELONY COMPLAINT

COUNT I 
(Missouri Charge Code: 565.021-001Y19840999.)

The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the 
defendant, in violation of Section 565.021, RSMo, committed the class A felony of murder in the 
second degree, punishable upon conviction under Section 558.011, RSMo, in that on or about 
February 2, 2017, in the County of Greene, State of Missouri, the defendant, with the purpose of 
causing serious physical injury to M.B., caused the death of M.B. by striking him with a 
crowbar.

COUNT II 
(Missouri Charge Code: 571.015-001Y19755299.)

The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Greene, State of Missouri, charges that the 
defendant, in violation of Section 571.015, RSMo, committed the felony of armed criminal 
action, punishable upon conviction under Section 571.015.1, RSMo, in that on or about February 
2, 2017, in the County of Greene, State of Missouri, the defendant  committed the felony 
of murder in the second degree charged in Count 1, all allegations of which are incorporated 
herein by reference, and the defendant committed the foregoing felony of murder in the second 
degree by, with and through, the knowing use, assistance and aid of a dangerous instrument.

 The facts that form the basis for this information and belief are contained in the attached 
statement of facts concerning this matter, which statement is made part hereof and submitted 
herewith.
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State v. Jeanette Louise Riddle  

DAN PATTERSON
Prosecuting Attorney of the County of
Greene, State of Missouri, by

      Electronically Signed;
Joseph M. Wright
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
Mo. Bar No. 64253
1010 Boonville Ave.
Springfield, MO 65802
(417) 868-4061
FAX (417) 868-4160
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