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FIRST DEGREE MURDER CHARGES REFILED IN 2011 SHOOTING DEATH 
 

 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson 
announces that Terry D. Morrison, 53, of Springfield, Missouri has been charged today 
with murder in the first degree and armed criminal action.  These charges arise from the 
shooting death of Pristina Tyner on September 23, of 2011.  The defendant faces the 
potential of life imprisonment without parole if convicted.  Associate Circuit Judge J. 
Ronald Carrier has ordered Mr. Morrison held without bond. 
 
 This case was originally charged in September of 2011 but was not bound over 
for trial after a preliminary hearing in which a witness gave ambiguous testimony.  The 
refiling of charges today was made possible by the continued investigative efforts of the 
Springfield Police Department. The witness who testified at the original preliminary 
hearing has since stated her equivocation at the initial preliminary hearing was due to 
fear for her family’s wellbeing, not to any difficulty recognizing Morrison as the man she 
saw pull a gun on Ms. Tyner the night she was killed.  In addition, two other 
eyewitnesses, both of whom were located subsequent to the initial preliminary hearing 
have described how they drove with Morrison to the motel at the time of the murder.  
These witnesses have stated that after arriving at the motel with Morrison, they saw him 
get out of the car, go to the second floor of the motel, heard a “pop” or a “pow pow,” and 
then saw Morrison return to the car with a gun. 

 
Mr. Patterson cautions that the charges contained in the felony complaint are 

merely allegations and that the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven 
guilty in court. 
 
 Copies of the felony complaint and probable statement filed in this case are 
attached to this release.  The Missouri Supreme Court ethics rules prohibit comments 
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on the facts or investigation of this case beyond those contained in the felony complaint 
and probable cause statement that are part of the public record.  

 
This case is being prosecuted by Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Joshua 

Harrel.  It is being investigated by the Springfield Police Dept. and Detective Scott 
Hill is the lead investigator assigned to the case.  
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