


OUR MISSION

To facilitate and promote the building of
resilient children, healthy families, and strong
neighborhoods and communities through
collaboration, programming, and resource
development.

Resilient Children

Healthy Families

Strong Neighborhoods &
Communities

DO



OUR HISTORY

A Our roots date back to Ozarks Fighting Back that started in 1991.

AIn 1998 OFB merged with the Community Task Force and created Community
Partnership of the Ozarks.

A We have grown into an organization managing more than 100 grants/contracts
totaling more than $10 million and 80+ employees.

> A list of Red Ribbon
Week activities sponsored
by Ozarks Fighting Back.

OZARKS FIGHTING BACK

Red ribbons give red light to drugs

By Patti Lindsay
The News-Leader

When he looks at problems created by drug
and alcohol abuse, Charlie Maguire sees red.
Beginning Saturday, he won't be alone.

Everyone is encouraged to display red rib-
bons — on homes, cars and clothing — "to
announce their choice not to abuse alcohol or
other drugs,” said Maguire, a probation officer
for Correction Services who is chair of the
Ozarks Fighting Back conference committee.

It's part of “Red Ribbon Week,” a public
awareness campaign Saturday through Nov. 1
sponsored by the Missour1 Federation of Par-
ents for Drug Free Youth and coordinated by
Ozarks Fighting Back.

W Take a stand: Carol Wilhite, communica-
tions advisor for OFB, said it's important for

residents to recognize that Springfield 1s affect-
ed by drug and alcohol abuse, but also that
something can be done.

"There's a lot of denial,” she said. "It’s impor-
tant ... to realize the situation is not hope-
less.There's a lot we can do on an individual,
personal basis. We can take a stand in our own
lives against drug abuse.”

Charlie O'Reirlly, chairman of the OFB adwi-
sory board, said the group is a community
coalition operating on a fivevear grant re-
ceived last October from the federal Office for
Substance Abuse Prevention

Assisted by more than 200 volunteers, O'Reil-
ly said it's important to change public percep-
tion that alcohol and other drugs are a neces-
sary part of our hves.

“It's a community partnership,” he said

‘New alliance to attack

community problems

Two Springfield organizations
have joined forces to be able to do
more for the community.

Ozarks Fighting Back and the
Community Task Force announced
Monday they will work together as
the city’s newest alliance. The new
alliance, Community Partnership of
the Ozarks, creates a deeper collabo-
ration to better serve needs of the
community, they said.

The alliance will deal with every-
thing from getting grants into the
area to coming up with programs to
solve growing problems.

“It’s the old left hand-right hand
situation,” said Charlie O'Reilly, chair
of the board for Ozarks Fighting Back.

“We'll be able to bring more peo-
ple together to do more problem solv-
ing than we've ever done before.”

The partnership will consist of a
board of 28 members — 12 from
Ozarks Fighting Back, 12 from the
Community Task Force and four
from the United Way.

OFB and CTF, both United Way
agencies, will continue to operate as
they do now, but will be part of a
broader effort.
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Served or impacted Recruited 6,716

55,268 people volunteers
IN THE
LAST YEAR
WE...
Recelved

Leveraged $12,432,669

9, U for our community

volunteer hours
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CARING COMMUNITIES

Facilitates strategies that effectively support
families and children and build safe, strong
neighborhoods through:

A Mentor SGF

ANeighborhood = -Based Initiatives
A Community -Based Sacial Work
A Springfield Tool Library
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MENTOR SGF

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

SERVED 554 STUDENTS THROUGH
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS LAST YEAR

We help to support a variety of after
school clubs to help provide students
opportunities to explore positive
activities and allow teachers support to
work with kids in areas they are
passionate about. After School Clubs
Include groups like:

A Step Team
A Math Club

A Entrepreneurship Club
A And More




itegy to keep
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After school clubs/academic enrichment
grams provided in 12 schools - |

rticipated in 85 different ) g
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MENTOR SGF

BULLDOG BASKETBALL
ACADEMY

7 236 STUDENTS SERVED LAST YEAR

Bulldog Basketball Academy is a
mentoring program focusing on
building life skills, connecting youth

to positive adult role models, and
learning basketball skills. Bulldog
Basketball is offered at a range of sites
across Springfield including schools
and Boys and Girls Club sites.
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BROTHER -2-BROTHER
SISTERS-2-SISTERS

167 STUDENTS PARTICIPATING ACROSS
15 LOCAL CHAPTERS

Brother -2-Brother and the newly
developed Sisters -2-Sisters empowers
youth between the crucial ages of 10
to 18 with core programs focused on
&\%"ﬂ 41’9)5%; \ S leadership development, academic

7/~ excellence, spiritual growth,
community service, career exploration
and life skills.
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MENTORED 92 STUDENTS LAST YEAR

Intentional mentoring to create
positive outcomes for youth in the
areas of youth development, social
emotional learning, academics, and
positive character growth.
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Neighborhood
Based
Initiatives

Neighborhood

NEIGHBORHOOD

being Neighbors

IBERSON

HBOWOOD
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““  NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATIVES

.. NEIGHBORHOOD
=" ORGANIZATION

<. VOLUNTEER

— AWARDS (NOVA)

Each year, we host an event to
recognize neighborhood volunteers at
the Neighborhood Organization
Volunteer Awards (NOVA) banquet. This
event celebrates all of the work that
happens in registered neighborhood
associations in Springfield.




NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

An annual event coordinated in partnership with the Springfield Police

Department, Springfield Fire Department, and Springfield -Greene County
Park Board focusing on building community and police/fire relations.




Neighborhood
Clean -Ups

We facilitate neighborhood clean
ups for recognized neighborhood
associations in Springfield so that
residents can dispose of yard
waste, old furniture, construction
debris and much more free of
charge. Neighborhood clean ups
remove hundreds of tons of trash
and help keep our community
clean for everyone to live, work and
play safely.

s~ 222 TONS OF TRASH
4t COLLECTED LAST YEAR |



Springfield
Tool Library

The Springfield Tool Library,
the only program of its kind In
the state, lends out home
repair and gardening tools to
Springfield residents and
community groups.



Help Develop New
Nelghbornood Associations

We work in partnership with the City of Springfield to provide support to community members and
groups who are working to develop new registered neighborhood associations.
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