NEWS RELEASE
GREENE COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
DAN PATTERSON

Contact:

Rhonda Ogden, Office Manager – (417) 868-4061
1010 Boonville
Springfield, MO 65802

10/22/2013
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Drugged Driver gets 12 years for Killing Two People
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Greene County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Patterson
announces that Sean L. Masten, 25, of Springfield, MO was sentenced today for two
counts of involuntary manslaughter and one count of leaving the scene of an accident.
The collision occurred at the intersection of Scenic and Elm on February 19, 2012. Mr.
Masten drove his vehicle at a high rate of speed and ran a stop sign, striking a vehicle
driven by Kathy Newman. Kathy Newman, age 60 was pronounced dead upon police
arrival. It was early on a Sunday morning when Kathy Newman was on her way to pick
up her mother to take her to the grocery store when she was struck by Masten’s vehicle.
Joshua Sportsman, age 24, the passenger in Masten’s vehicle was also killed in the
collision. Mr. Masten got into another friend’s vehicle and left the scene prior to police
arrival. Masten submitted to a blood sample and the results revealed
methamphetamine in his system.
Mr. Masten pled guilty to two counts of involuntary manslaughter in the first
degree and one count of leaving the scene of an accident. He was sentenced to 12
years in the Missouri Department of Corrections for the involuntary manslaughter for
killing Kathy Newman and 7 years in the Missouri Department of Corrections for the
involuntary manslaughter for killing Joshua Sportsman. Masten was also sentenced to
4 years in the Department of Corrections for leaving the scene of the accident before
police arrived. All counts are to run concurrent with each other. Masten will serve at
least 85% of his sentence before he is eligible for parole. This case was presided over
by the Honorable Calvin Holden.
This case is being prosecuted by Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Philip
Fuhrman. It was investigated by the Springfield Police Dept. and Officer Dustin
Donaldson was the lead investigator assigned to the case.
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